
Directions for Making Sunday School Bible Tote Bags by Vickie Beireis

The tote bag is unlined. !
For the body of the bag:  
You will need one piece of fabric 32" long x 14" wide (or two rectangles of fabric 16" x 
14”) 
  
For the straps:  
You will need two strips of fabric 3.5-4" wide x 15-20" long.  You might have to sew two 
pieces together to get this length. !
Choose one of these options: !
A. If you have a 32" piece of fabric fold it in half (right sides together) so that you have a 
rectangle 16" tall x 14" wide, pin the 16" sides together. 
With right sides together and the fold at the bottom in front of you, sew the down each 
16" side.  
If the fabric is ravelly sew a second seam inside the straight stitch with a zigzag stitch  
Press the bottom fold to crease it. !
B. Lay the two rectangles right sides together, matching the 16" sides to the 16" sides 
and the 14" sides to the 14" sides. 
Pin the two 16" sides and one 14" side. 
Sew those 3 sides with a 1/4" seam.  
If the fabric is ravelly sew a second seam inside the straight stitch with a zigzag stitch.  !
TA DAH! You have the bag shape. !
At the top edge fold to the inside (wrong side of the bag) 1 inch ( Hint: From the end of 
your pointer finger to the first knuckle is approx. 1 " and that is good enough.) 
Press or pin to keep in place. !
Stitch with a straight stitch very close to the edge all the way around. 
This will leave you with a raw edge on the inside of the bag pointing toward the bottom 
of the bag. !
Fold this raw edge underneath to make a clean edge finish. It doesn't matter how much 
you turn it under. !
Press or pin this clean edge. 
Stitch along the clean edge through the bag all the way around. !!!!!!
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Now you will go to the step to make bottom of the bag corners "squared".  
It is difficult to explain so I have included links to 2 tutorials with pictures. The overall 
bag they are making is more elaborate than what we are doing so don't stress over it. 
Just use the part about making the bottom of the bag. !
This is how I did it: 
With sewn bag in front of you, sewn side seams to the outside and on your left and 
right, (using chalk/pencil/pen whatever you need to see the marks on the fabric) 
Measure 1.5" down from each bottom corner and 1.5" from the side seam. !
Place a mark at this spot on each bottom corner. (If you are very clever, you can make a 
template 1.5 square, align it with the side seam and bottom and place your mark). 
Turn the bag over and repeat. !
Grasp the two marks from the two different sides of the bag and pull. 
This should make point on a triangle. !
With your fingers, align the bottom crease or seam with the side seam and pin it. 
The marks you made should be the lower corners of the triangle.  
You will sew from one mark to the other. !
Repeat with the other corner of the bag. (After about 50 bags this process will become 
second nature.  LOL) !
Stand your bag up by turning it right side out and from the inside pushing the corners 
out. Give a cheer !!! !
Straps: 
Fold the strap piece in half the entire length of the strap, wrong sides together. 
Press. !
Fold in each side of the strap toward the center fold. (How far you fold in is not 
important, it just has to be consistent and equal on both sides.) 
Pin. 
Press. !
Fold the strap in half lengthwise hiding the edges inside. 
Press. 
Pin. !
Stitch near the edge of the strap to secure the edges inside. (If you are symmetrically 
challenged you can also sew down the center fold edge.) !
Attaching the straps at the top of the bag: 
Measure in from each side of the bag the width of your hand. (3-4 inches)  
Place a pin on both outsides of the bag. 
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Place one strap end on the inside of the bag next to the pin with the width of the strap 
toward the center of the bag. !
The bottom of the strap should align with the bottom of the edge you sewed down. 
Take the opposite end of the strap and repeat insuring you are attaching it to the same 
side of the bag and that the same side of the strap you have pointing to the center of the 
on the previous end is also pointing to the center of the bag on this end. !
Sew across the strap at the bottom edge and top edge several times.  
You can sew an X from the top line to the bottom for security. !
Repeat with the 3 other ends of the straps. 
RAH! RAH! SIS BOOM BAH! Pat yourself on the back do the happy dance.  
You finished a bag! Now go make more. :-)  !
http://www.twoohtwoseven.com/2012/10/31-days-of-shut-up-and-sew-square.html 
http://www.morsbags.com/get-involved/pattern-download-links/ 
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